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Under UN auspices, the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change and subsequently with its Kyoto Protocol
were negotiated.

UN SPECITAL SESSION ON CHIL.DREN

When Father Hayes of St. Jeromes and I first
discussed my coming here tonight, we both thought I would be
able to report on the UN Special Session on Children, which
was to have taken place September 19-21 in New York.

It was immediately clear, on September 11, that it
would have been inappropriate and impractical to hold a UN
meeting involving more than 70 heads of state and government
and large numbers of children and youth in a city where the
immediate priority had to be the rescue and recovery operation.

So the session had to be postponed; we expect the
Special Session will be held in the spring of next year.

Why hold a special session on children?

Because more can be done through norms building
than might be thought.

In 1989, member states agreed on a new international
convention on the rights of the child.
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For the first time, the international community gave
itself a binding treaty specifically to protect the rights of
children.

That new Convention on the Rights of the Child
entered into force in record time, in less than a year later, and
has now been ratified by almost every state in the world, 187,
more than any other treaty.

The Convention enshrined rights specifically
applicable to children, including protecting the rights to life,
health, education, and to participation (in decisions on matters
affecting them).

It also established the principle that the best interests
of the child should be the primary consideration in all matters
affecting children.

But codifying rights is one thing, exercising them is
another.

After the Convention entered into force, more than
181 heads of state and government and other world leaders
came together under Canada’s co-chairmanship, at the First
World Summit for Children in 1990 to commit themselves to
implement the Convention.

Leaders at the Summit agreed that the best way to
improve the lives of the world’s children was for states to
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protect children’s rights and to help children to realize them.

The World Summit issued a Declaration and an
Action Plan containing specific goals to be achieved by the year
2000 to improve the lives of children.

Since 1990, the UN, particularly UNICEF, has lead
global efforts to improve school attendance and literacy.

There has been progress.

Between 1990 and 1998, gross enrollment ratios for
primary school, world wide, rose from 48% to 78%; for girls
from 38% to 68%.

Overall enrollment now stands at 82%

In many regions, particularly East Asia, parts of Latin
America and the Caribbean full universal primary school
enrollment has nearly been reached.

Moreover, the primary school enrolment gap between
girls and boys has narrowed globally.

The UN has been instrumental in getting more and
more females into classrooms worldwide, particularly young
girls.
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Since the 1990 Summit and the entry into force of the
Convention, other significant progress has been made.

For example, two optional protocols have been
agreed, one addressing the sexual exploitation of children and
the other, on child soldiers, raised the ages of recruitment and
deployment.

New standards have been set on child labour by
International Labour Organization in its Convention 182.

More than three-quarters of all the world’s children
have been immunized against the six preventable childhood
diseases.

Progress has been made against iodine deficiency
disorders.

However, while there has been real progress in many
areas, much work remains to be done.

Each year 12 million children around the world still
die from preventable diseases (diarrhoea, measles, respiratory
infections, malaria) or malnutrition.

A child in Sub-Saharan Africa has a one in 10 chance
of dying before reaching its first birthday, and a one in five
chance of not seeing its fifth birthday.
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More than 90% of these deaths are preventable
through simple-cost effective interventions.

Today, three million lives are saved each year because
of immunization programs.

The cost of saving these lives?

$1.50 per child for the vaccines plus about $13 per
child to deliver the vaccines to some of the least accessible
places on earth.

In the past decade armed conflicts have killed more
than 2 million boys and girls, five million have become
physically disabled and millions more have been traumatized by
the violence.

Millions of children still suffer from malnutrition.

For example, 28 million children remain at risk of
iodine deficiency.

Over 300 million children are currently working, not
studying, many of them in dangerous and exploitative
circumstances.
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Women, and girls, face particular challenges.

For example, approximately 600,000 women and girls
die annually during pregnancy or childbirth.

Nearly 146,000 of them are teenage girls.

600 million children cannot read or write and of the
more than 110 million children out of school, the majority are
girls;

At least one in three women and girls worldwide has
been beaten or sexually abused in her lifetime.

Women and girls are especially vulnerable to
violence, including sexual violence, by police, military and
others during complex emergencies and armed conflict.

Despite advances in education, in South Asia and in
sub-Saharan Africa, millions of children are not in school.

Two-thirds of them are girls.

A goal of the UN’s Special Session will be to agree on
strategies to achieve universal quality primary education for all
children by the year 2015; and the elimination of gender
disparities in education by the year 2005.
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The UN Special Session on Children will play an
essential role in addressing the urgent tasks that remain to
implement the rights of the child.

The Special Session will agree on a set of new
commitments and a global agenda for the world’s children for

the next decade.
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Canadian priorities for the special session include
protecting the rights of especially vulnerable children and
children in especially difficult circumstances, such as disabled
children, children affected by violence, children affected by
armed conflict, refugee and internally displaced children,
exploited child labourers, children who are sexually exploited or
trafficked, and minority and indigenous children.







